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WITH the nations of Europe passing from one crisis to another, no excuse is made
for drawing the attention of medical practitioners to the scheme for the protection of
their practices evolved by the British Medical Association.
The scheme has been evolved from the experience of the later years of the Great
War, when the need became apparent for some arrangement to prevent the
appropriation of those on active service by an unscrupulous minority at home. The
British Medical Association has since then given the subject much thought, and
the present more or less final scheme is the result.
The scheme is conducted by a Local Emergency Committee thoroughly
representative of all types of practice in the area. Its aim is to protect, while he
is away on active service, the capital value of the doctor's practice, and also to
ensure that fifty per cent. of the receipts, while he is on service, should go to him.
The scheme may not be able completely to prevent encroachment on a doctor's
practice while he is away, but the prospect of returning to find his practice dissipated,
scattered among those colleagues who have stayed at home, would be removed.
It is strongly to be desired that all general practitioners should take part in the
scheme. Even if a practitioner arranges with another to conduct his practice in
his absence, some or many of his patients may not choose to go to the nominated
practitioner, in illness, death, or calling up.
The panel aspect of practice will be looked after by the same machinery by which
the Ministry of Labour conducts insurance practice during peace time. For private
practice the Local Emergency Committee will set up a bureau, empowered to collect
accounts and distribute the receipts between the acting and the absentee
practitioner.
Details of the scheme were considered at a special meeting of all medical
practitioners (reported on another page of this issue of the journal). It requires no
words on our part to stress the importance of the scheme on our readers, and it
is our considered hope that all our members will give the scheme their active
support.